EU-China Human Rights Network 
      Right to health/ Right to social security
Network Seminar

University of Essex, Colchester.U.K. 27-28 April 2004

Agenda

Venue: Wivenhoe House Hotel (Wivenhoe Park, Colchester, Essex CO4 3SQ)

Note on working methods: The EU-China Network Seminars aim to create a space for constructive discussion on human rights issues between European and Chinese stakeholders.  In relation to each specific issue, discussions should draw on three strands:

· examination of international standards, 

· examination of current local law and practice, and 

· examination of examples of best practice / alternatives to current practice.

Presentations are not expected to be very long (suggested duration 15 minutes), in order to allow for in-depth discussion and input from all the experts on each topic.

Tuesday 27 April

09:00-9:30
Opening Ceremony and Introductory Session 

Chairperson: Prof. Kevin Boyle, Human Rights Centre, University of Essex, UK

Opening Remarks
- Prof. William Schabas, Director, Irish Centre for Human Rights

- Prof. Liu Hainian, Director of the Centre for Human Rights Study, CASS

Introductory Presentation
- Prof. Paul Hunt, UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health, Human Rights Centre, 

University of Essex

9:50 – 10:45 
Session One: Norms and Obligations of the Right to Health under ICESCR and other Relevant International Conventions

Chairperson: Prof. William Schabas, Irish Centre for Human Rights

- Prof. Liu Hainian, Director, Centre for Human Rights Studies, CASS: The Right to 

Health and the Responsibilities of Governments
- Prof. Marco Pedrazzi, University of Milan, Italy: International Standards on the Right to 

Health and Non-discrimination
- Dr. Dong Wenyong, Institute of Law, CASS: Standards for the Right to 

Health and Conditions Necessary for its Realization

10:45  Opening remarks on behalf of the University of Essex by Professor Ivor Crewe, Vice-Chancellor of Essex University and President of Universities UK

Chairperson: Prof. William Schabas, Irish Centre for Human Rights

11:00-11:30
Coffee Break and Official photo-call for Seminar participants

11:30 – 12:40
 Discussion on topic one
12:40
Lunch

14:00  Session Two: Right to Health in domestic and Regional Perspectives

Chairperson: Prof. William Schabas, Irish Centre for Human Rights

- Dr. Brigit Toebes, Legal Advisor at the Council of State of the Netherlands: The Right 

to Health in the Netherlands: a Case Study

- Prof. Zhang Yue: China University of Political Science and Law: Legal Guarantees to 

the Right to Health in China

- Dr. Elvira Dominguez, Universidad Carlos III de Madrid, Spain: Bioethics and Human 

Rights: The Challenge of International Standard Setting in the Context of the Human Genome Project

14:50 – 15:30
 Discussion on topic two
15:30 – 15:50
 Coffee Break

15:50 – 17:05
Session Three: the Right to Health and HIV/AIDS;  the Right to Health of Women

Chairperson: Dr.Todd Landman, Co-Director, Human Rights Centre, University of 

Essex
- Dr. Andre Pereira, Universidade de Coimbra, Portugal : HIV/Aids-Legal Aspects
- Prof. Zhang Mingjie: The Responsibilities and Roles of Government in the Prevention 

and Treatment of Aids

- Ms. Judith Bueno De Mesquita, Human Rights Centre, University of Essex, Right to 

Health of Women

17:05 – 18:00
Discussion on topic three
Wednesday 28, April

9:00 – 10:00

Session Four: the Role and Responsibility of Healthcare Professionals and associations

Chairperson: Prof. Liu Hainian, Director of the Centre for Human Rights Studies, CASS
- Prof. Huang Yong, School of Law, University of International Business and Economics: 

Chinese Experience in Dealing with Public Health Crisis

- Mr. Julian Sheather, BMA Ethics Department: National Medical Associations and the 
Right to Health
- Mr. Noam Lubell: Human Rights Centre, University of Essex, Heath Professionals within 

the Prison System

- Mr.Bernard Hamilton, Senior Lecturer at Birkbeck College, London, Director of 

Physicians for Human Rights U.K.: The Roles and Responsibilities of Health 

Professionals
10:00 – 10:30
Discussion on topic four
10:30 – 10:50
 Coffee Break
10:50 – 12:00
Session Five: the Right to Social Security

Chairperson: Prof. Liu Hainian, Director, Centre for Human Rights Studies, CASS
- Dr. Padraic.Kenna: National University of Ireland, Galway: International Standards and 

Mechanisms on the Right to Social Security

- Prof. Zou Hailin, Institute of Law, CASS: Development and Reform of the Social  

Security System

- Prof. Matti Mikkola, University of Helsinki: The Right to Social Security in Europe. 
- Prof. Liu Rongjun, School of Law, Zhongshang University: Remedies for Breaches of 

the Right to Social Security

12:00 – 12:40
 Discussion on topic five
12:40


Lunch

13:40 – 14:40  
Session Six: the Right to Social Security and Vulnerable Groupe; the Right to Social Security and Poverty
Chairperson: Prof. Zhang Mingjie, Director of Research and Foreign Affairs, Institute of Law, CASS
- Prof. Liu Cuixiao, Institute of Law, CASS: Social Security and Vulnerable Group in 

China

- Ms. Maria-Theresia Roehsler, Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights, Austria: 

The Social Security and the Principal of Non-discrimination
- Prof. Zhao Yong, TsingHua University, Beijing, China: The Elimination of Poverty and 

the Social Security System

14:40 – 15:40
Discussion on topic six
15:40 – 16:00

Coffee Break

16:00-17:00  
Reports and Closing Ceremony

Chairperson: Prof. Zhang Mingjie, Director of Research and Foreign Affairs, Institute of Law, CASS
Reports and Discussion:

- European Rapporteur : Prof. Marco Pedrazzi, University of Milan, Italy
- Chinese Rapporteur : Prof. Zou Hailin, Institute of Law, CASS

Closing Remarks of : 

- Prof. Liu Hainian, Director of the Centre for Human Rights Study, CASS

- Prof. Paul Hunt, Human Rights Centre, University of Essex

